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This project is possible thanks to the generous members of Friends of 
the Earth-US as well as grants from foundations, including California 
Consumer Protection Foundation and Turner Foundation. 



APPLES 
47 different pesticide residues found

6 Known or Probable Carcinogens
16 Suspected Hormone Disruptors
5 Neurotoxins
6 Development or Reproductive Toxins
11 Honeybee Toxins

www.whatsonmyfood.org
Pesticide Action Network 

USDA Pesticide Data Program
77% of ~10,000 samples had residues (2016 data)



Including:
Alcohols

Hydrogen 
peroxide

Ozone gas
Calcium 

hypochlorite
Soaps

Lime sulfur
Boric acid
Copper 
sulfate



Sixteen participants

Six days conventional diet

Six days organic diet

Six day intervention



Type of pesticide Analyte Parent compounds



Percent decrease in urinary pesticide levels after 
six-day organic diet intervention
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Spinning Food: How Food Industry Front Groups and 
Covert Communications are Shaping the Story of Food 

https://foe.org/resources/spinning-food-how-food-industry-front-groups-and-covert-communications-are-shaping-the-story-of-food/



“Existing US regulations have not kept pace with scientific advances 
showing that widely used chemicals cause serious health problems 
at levels previously assumed to be safe.

Our most vulnerable population, our children, face the highest 
risks.”

Gross, L. and Birnbaum, L.S., 2017. Regulating toxic chemicals for public and 
environmental health. PLoS Biology, 15(12), p.e2004814.

https://www.ehn.org/when-safe-may-not-really-be-safe-2621578745.html



Cumulative exposures add up
~ 40% of US children may be exposed to  
organophosphate pesticides at levels greater than 
benchmarks for neurological harm



www.OrganicForAll.org

Public Education & Advocacy



www.OrganicForAll.org



Without captions: Https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8nrfy1jgCQ&feature=youtu.be
With captions: https://youtu.be/fnQGLJCQBgY

Social Media Video

~310,000 views



Devon Payne-Sturges  March 5, 2019

A bill has been introduced in the Maryland General Assembly to ban 
chlorpyrifos in our state. Several other states are also moving in this 
direction.

Policymakers should closely review this study – and all of the evidence on 
chlorpyrifos – and act in the public interest to ban this dangerous chemical.

Policy Advocacy



THANK YOU!
Kendra Klein, PhD, Senior Staff Scientist, Friends of the Earth

Kklein@foe.org
@KendraCKlein


